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In Sepuember 1951, Zsckspusta (R 16/T 91) airfield near Timiscars was not nused.
Allegedly, the field was never squipped with hangars or barracks. the sodded landing
field which hed been destroyed at %ne end of the war was not repaired. Fumnnians g
Gormansreferred to the field as Sauandrel airfield.l 4 large mesdow on thi northern
perimeter of the town which had been used by .the Germans as an auxiliary airfield wes
not used by the Rumanians after ths war.

After the arrival of the Soviets in Timisoara in August 1947, there were rimors that
a lerge airfield was to be constrvsted for the Soviets. The field was alleiredly”
completed in late 1950. About eariy 1951, fast aircraft with howling engiohg,
allegedly jet planes, were observid flying in groups of up to 12 planes, i wedge and
schelon formations over Timisoara. It was not observed that jet planes flew at nighit.”

Timiscara-Giarmata (R 16/U 02) airfield was located northeast of Timiscers. Its
southern border extended as far .s about 1 km north of Giroda (R 16/U 01) tnd its
western edge was obrdered by the railrosd llne lsading from Timiscera tc Gtarmata.
The sodded landing field was not fenced in. Prior to November 1951, thera iere no
runways or taxiways at the field. On the western edge of the field there were some
temporary buildings and some larg: buildings which had been erscted by the' Rumanisns
after the war. About October 1951, it was rumored that the field uas to bs oecupied by
a Soviet Air Force unit. 4t the same time, the meadow adjacent east to the landing
field was confiscated. The road from Timisoara to the field which was in peor
condition was to be improved.

Prior to November 1951, a Rumanian flying school was located at Timiseara < iarmata
(R 16/U 02) airfield. éhoa:c'e were ubout 100 st.u%ent pilots, Rumanisns under 20 yesors
old, who wore civilian clothes while on duty. ‘hey were instructed by Rumatjan
e:fficerg and mainly practiced flying on gliders and, occasionslly, on couvimitlonal
planes,

In 1951, very fast aircraft with howling engines nolses were observed for ithe first %ir .
over Timisosra. Similar planes with one jet engine each under the wings wars obgerved
in March 1952, 4t the same time, individual four~engine propeller aircref: witha
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cigar~-shaped fuselage, single-rudder agsembly end wings fitted at the from:

third of the fuselage vare observed, it night, air activity was zlsc racticed by
aireraft apparently including jet planes. All the plsnes observed aloft were
apparently stationed in the immedlate vicinity of Timisoara.

25X1A 4 :Iggggg_e_g}_& According to other reports, the former airfield located 3 ka
northwest of Timisoara liad been released for cultivaetion.

25X1A 2o -p;gggegtg The information that jet®planes were observed in the air space of
imigoara agrees with prévious reports. It is bslieved that air activity wes
sonducted by MiG-153 of a Soviet fighter regiment and by I1-28a of a Sovise: bember
regiment which were statlioned at Timisoara-South airfield.

25X1A 3-[____ |Coment. The information on Giarmata airfield agrees with previous reports
4ith regard to loecation, size and occupation by Rumanian glider pilots. The rumor
that the field was taken over by the Soviets and intended to be improved is believed
oredible. However, it la possible that the rumor refers to a previous report secordine
o which 300 to 400 Soviet persomnel are, staticned at the field which is used for -
intermediate landings. -
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